
English Department Key Stage 3 Curriculum Map

Private 
Peaceful 
& World 
War One

Writing 
and 

Poetry

Introduction 
to 

Shakespeare

Year 

8MacbethChaucer & 
Developing 

Communication

Ghost 
Boys

Year 

7

Year 

9
The 

Woman in 
Black & 

the Gothic

Much Ado 
About 

Nothing

Of Mice and Men 
& Multicultural 

Literature

KS4

Students study 
a beloved 
modern writer 
familiar from 
Key Stage 2 and 
learn how to 
read and 
interpret texts 
in context

Students 
develop their 
creative 
reading and 
writing skills

Students learn about 
Shakespeare’s life and times 
and study extracts from all 
three main genres

Knowledge is developed progressively 
as students study of a full (and 
gripping!) Shakespeare play

Students learn 
about language 
through time and 
across genres

Students read a modern 
American novel and relevant 
non-fiction texts to explore 
big ideas and prepare them 
for Year 9 and beyond

Students study a modern ghost story 
and extracts from the Victorian canon 
to build their confidence and 
understanding of genre and of 
relationships between texts

Students study another 
full Shakespeare play to 
develop their 
understanding before KS4

Students build their 
knowledge from 
Year 8 and read 
across genres



Induction
English 

Language 
Paper 1

A Christmas 
Carol

AQA Poetry 
Anthology

Year 10 
mock 
exams

Year 

10

Year 

11

English 
Language 
Paper 2 & 

Unseen 
Poetry

Animal Farm 
OR Blood 
Brothers

Revision 
for GCSE 

exams

KS5

Students learn 
how to study 
English 
effectively at 
GCSE and 
practice 
applying 
science of 
learning 
strategies

Building on their study at 
Key Stage 3 students 
learn more about how to 
read and write creative 
fiction

Students learn about how 
love and relationships are 
conveyed in poetry 
through time

Students are 
examined on 
English Language 
Paper 1 and 
English Literature 
Paper 1 Students learn more about how 

to read and write creative non-
fiction and how to interpret and 
analyse poetry with confidence

Students explore the 
presentation of complex ideas 
and themes – and the 
significance of contexts – in 
one of these powerful 
modern texts

Romeo 
and 

Juliet

English Department Key Stage 4 Curriculum Map

Students build on 
their work in Year 9 
in response to this 
timeless Victorian 
classic

Students build on their 
knowledge from Key Stage 3 to 
study this full play: its language, 
structure, themes and contexts



Induction 
& NEA 
‘Tasters’

Scars Upon My 
Heart Poetry & 
Unseen Prose

A Long, Long 
Way and 

My Boy Jack

Year 12 
progression 

exams

Year 

12

Year 

13
Unseen 
Poetry

NEA
Revision for 

A-level 
exams

Students learn 
how to study A-
level English 
Literature 
effectively and 
get inspired by 
unseen drama 
and prose 
extracts to begin 
planning their 
NEA 
(coursework)

To begin their study of Paper 2 – World 
War One and its Aftermath – students
study an anthology of women’s war poetry 
with one teacher and a range of unseen 
prose extracts with the other

Students develop their 
comparison skills in response 
to these beautiful modern 
texts about World War One

Students are 
examined on 
Paper 2: World 
War One and its 
Aftermath

Students contextualise Othello with 
an ambitious introduction to 
Tragedy from its origins in Ancient 
Greece to the present day

Having worked on their NEA 
incrementally since Year 12, 
students produce a final copy, 
supervised and supported by 
one of their teachers 

Jane Eyre 
& AQA 
Poetry 

Anthology

A-level English Literature Curriculum Map

Students build on their knowledge 
from Key Stages 3 and 4 to study an 
anthology of poetry in comparison 
with a classic Victorian novel

Students progressively 
develop their skills with 
unseen texts

Introduction 
to Tragedy 
& Othello

UNI



Induction & 
Language 

Levels

Meaning and 
Representation & 

Original Writing NEA

Introduction to 
Sociolinguistics

Year 12 
progression 

exams

Year 

12

Year 

13
Language 

Investigation NEA 
& Sociolinguistics

Revision for 
A-level 
exams

Students practice 
the key skills 
required for the 
course, and explore 
some of the key 
themes of Language 
study. They then 
begin building the 
foundations of their 
analysis by learning 
language levels.

Students use their knowledge of the language levels to apply 
to a range of texts – old and new – exploring how meaning 
and representations are created. 
With their other teacher, the students begin preparing for 
their first piece of NEA: Original Writing. They study a vast 
range of texts before deciding on their own creative piece 
inspired by an existing style  model.

Students are introduced to the 
study of Sociolinguistics. They 
study how our language is 
shaped by and reflective of our 
society. Initially this focuses on 
age and social groups.Students are 

examined on 
Paper 1: 
Language, the 
individual and 
society 

Students conclude their studies by exploring how 
English Language has changed and developed over 
time, both in English-speaking countries and 
around the world. 

Child 
Language 

Development 

A-level English Language Curriculum Map

Students begin their study of Child 
Language Development, exploring 
how we learn to speak, read and 
write whilst also reflecting on their 
own early literacy experiences.

Language 
Change and 

World Englishes
UNI

Students begin Year 13 by preparing for their  2nd

piece of NEA, an investigation into an aspect of the 
language of their choosing.

The students will also conclude 
their study of Sociolinguistics, by 
learning about occupation, gender, 
regional varieties.


