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YEAR 
12

A Level
Exam paper

Design:
Designing for children. 

How do we make a 
product fun, educational 

and safe?

Inspirations:
Reference key 

designers / 
companies

Evaluate & Test:
Gain feedback 

throughout your 
project, and test your 

final product – have you 
met your brief?

Product Design (3D)

Students are 
expected to have 
studied Design 
Technology at GCSE 
and will have 
achieved a Grade 6 or 
above to have 
sufficient knowledge 
base for the course

Up until the Summer 
Term, students carry 
out practical 
investigations to 
create a portfolio of 
manufacturing 
techniques to build 
their skills for Year 13 
and imbed theory

YEAR 
13

NEA Preparation
Investigate possible 
contexts that are 
suitable for the A-
level NEA

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2

Summer 2 

Summer 1

Autumn 1Autumn 2Spring 1Spring 2

Summer 1

Summer 2 

Mock Exams

Mock Exams

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/design-and-technology/as-and-a-level/design-and-technology-
product-design-7552

Exams NEA
Paper 1 - 30% of A-level

Technical principles (TP) – 2.5 hours 
120 marks

Paper 2 – 20% of A-level

Design and making principles (DMP) 
– 1.5 hours 80% marks

• Assesses practical application of 
technical principles and designing and 
making principles.

• Substantial design and make project. 

• Digital portfolio not exceeding 45 pages.

• Candidate developed brief.

Summer holiday prep work: 


